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CITY OF FERGUSON, MISSOURI
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 28, 2012

The regular meeting of the Ferguson City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on August 
28, 2012 by Mayor James W. Knowles III, in the Council Chambers of the Ferguson City Hall, 
110 Church Street, Ferguson, Missouri. 

Mayor Knowles requested that everyone stand for a moment of silent prayer after which the 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

On roll call, the following Council Members were present: 

David Conway      
Michael Salant     
Tim Larson 
Dwayne T. James
Mayor James W. Knowles III  
Mark Byrne 
Kim Tihen 

Ms. Asikainen declared a quorum was present.  

Also present were City Manager John Shaw, City Attorney Stephanie Karr, and City Clerk 
Megan Asikainen.

Mayor Knowles welcomed all present and explained that the meeting would have the Public 
Portion in which you are invited to speak on matters of general concern and the Business 
Portion in which you are welcome to listen but not participate. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were no Public Hearings at this time.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Pride of the City Winners-  September  2012

Ward 1 Kenneth & Rowena Hollins 7 N. Barat Avenue
Ward 2 Dale & Dorothy Kaiser 2 Cardigan Lane
Ward 3 Ms. Johnnie Becton 5120 Wallingford Drive

Public Works Director Terry O’Neil, explained the Pride of the City Program.  Mayor 
Knowles congratulated the September Pride of the City winners. Each of the winners will 
receive a Certificate and City Flag.  Pride of the City signs will be placed in their yards. 

Quarterly Financial Report (April-June)
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City Manager John Shaw invited Finance Director Jeffrey Blume to present the quarterly 
financial report for the period ending June 30, 2012. He said that this report is the 
preliminary, unaudited report for the fiscal year and focuses primarily on the City’s 
General Fund. 

Director Blume compared forecasted revenues for the period to the actual receipts 
stating that overall revenues are slightly above forecasted amounts. Compared to 2011, 
fiscal year 2012 revenues are lower due to receipt of FEMA and SEMA grants related to 
a one-time incident in the 2011 fiscal year. He reported that sales tax receipts, which 
comprise 40% of total revenues, are continuing to trend in a positive direction. Sales tax 
receipts in the last four months of the 2012 fiscal year were among the top months over 
the last six years.

Director Blume compared forecasted expenditures for the period to the actual 
expenditures and pointed out that the City is about $115,000 ahead of the forecast. He 
said that he felt this number would carry forward through the audit. In comparison to 
2011, expenditures were reduced by $139,000 in 2012.

Finally, Director Blume said that the General Fund ended about $73,000 above forecast 
for the 2012 fiscal year. 

Great Rivers Greenway Maline Greenway Concept Plan

City Manager Shaw invited Scott Emmelkamp of Planning Design Studio to present an 
overview of the Great Rivers Greenway Maline Greenway Concept Plan and discuss the 
Phase I trail concepts currently being designed in the City of Ferguson from the Plaza at 
501 to Forestwood Park. 

Mr. Emmelkamp introduced several members of the Maline Greenway team who were 
present including Lonny Boring, Project Manager, Great Rivers Greenway and Paul 
Wojciechowski, Alta Planning and Design. He said that they were going to give an 
overview of the Maline Greenway Concept Plan for the entire Maline Creek corridor and 
discuss specifics of implementation of the Phase I project in Ferguson. 

Lonny Boring discussed the background of the Great Rivers Greenway organization, 
saying that it was founded in 2000 and takes pride in being a citizen-driven organization. 
They have been committed to engaging citizens throughout the St. Louis region to 
develop a River Ring Master Plan. The River Ring is a system of interconnected 
greenways, parks, and trails to enhance the quality of life in our communities. The Maline 
Greenway is one of those 17 greenways. 

Mr. Emmelkamp said that the Maline Greenway is an 8-mile stretch that starts near 
NorthPark and runs to the City of St. Louis and connects to the North Riverfront Trail. He 
said that approximately 70,000 single-family residences are included in this area. The 
planning process was aided by a Technical Advisory Committee and a Citizen Advisory 
Committee. There were several public meetings to obtain feedback on the alignment of 
the trail. The proposed alignment is compatible with the City of Ferguson’s Bike-Walk 
Plan and includes recommendations that address stream bank erosion and sustainability 
issues. 

Mr. Emmelkamp showed a diagram of the final alignment of the trail. The trail was 
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designed to stay as near to Maline Creek as possible. He said that the alignment was 
influenced by the locations of many different parks and landmarks along the way. He 
discussed the Phase I area within the Ferguson city limits running from the Plaza at 501 
along Paul Avenue to Bermuda and to Ferguson Avenue, connecting to Forestwood 
Park. The intent was to try to keep the trail separate from the road as much as possible 
for safety reasons. He said that he would discuss several issues from the Phase I plan 
and asked Council to consider the proposed plan and give feedback to help further the 
design.

The first section of the Phase I project begins at the Plaza at 501. Mr. Emmelkamp 
explained that the challenge of this section was to create a way to safely cross Florissant 
Road. The placement of the buildings in this area does not allow for roadway expansion. 
He presented a proposal to create a crossing through a box culvert underneath 
Florissant Road along the creek. He showed a photograph of the existing box culvert and 
a sketch of the proposed crossing. The crossing would connect to an off-road trail at Paul 
Avenue. Council Member Larson asked how the trail would be maintained as the area is 
prone to flooding. Mr. Emmelkamp responded that the City of Ferguson would have to do 
some cleanup if flooding did occur on the trail. Council Member Larson said that it 
seemed that a trail structure would inhibit water flow in the culvert. Mr. Emmelkamp said 
that they would work with the City’s floodplain manager and engineers to address those 
concerns. Mayor Knowles asked if there would be dredging to deepen the creek. Mr. 
Emmelkamp responded in the affirmative. 

Mr. Emmelkamp presented a section of Paul Avenue and said that the plan calls for 
widening the roadway to create a separate shared use path. The current roadway 
section is 30 feet wide, where only 24 feet are required. The plan would include moving a 
curb into that remaining 6 feet to create the required buffer between the roadway and the 
trail to meet standards. The two 11-foot wide driving lanes and 1 foot of curb would 
remain. He said that the buffer area in the sketch includes a rain garden. The rain garden 
will address MSD’s stormwater requirements.

The next section of the plan addressed the stone pier area on Paul Avenue near the Ted 
Jones Trail. Mr. Emmelkamp said that the proposed design includes a cantilever to allow 
riders to get around the stone pier. He said that the cantilever would be designed like a 
large deck and would provide interesting views of the creek. 

The next portion of the trail addressed safety concerns in getting from  S. Elizabeth to 
Ferguson Avenue. Mr. Emmelkamp said that the concerns for this area include varying 
grade levels, the railroad trestle, and trying to ensure safe pedestrian access to the 
pedestrian sidewalk to the north of the street. He said that the proposed design is to 
create a new retaining wall against the railroad trestle to widen it and create a separate 
ramp to meet the existing sidewalk. Additional engineering work will need to be 
completed before finalizing that portion of the design. 

Finally, along Ferguson Avenue the trail design is focused on maintaining the railroad 
right of way. He said that the plan is to widen the street to allow two 14-foot lanes to 
accomodate the frequent truck traffic on this road. A retaining wall will be built and 
cantilevered out to ensure that the railroad right of way is maintained. Some street trees 
may be installed along the trail to provide additional shade. A crossing point will need to 
be added to allow access to Forestwood Park. The proposal was to take some of the 
long turn lane and install a planted median to make crossing the road safer for bicyclists 
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and pedestrians.

Council Member Larson asked about the timeline for implementation of Phase I of the 
Plan. Mr. Emmelkamp said that the engineering work is currently being completed. 
Survey work and the remainder of the engineering will be completed by the end of the 
year. He said that the Council’s support of the Plan is crucial to being able to move 
forward at this point. Mr. Boring said that the funding schedule for the project is to 
continue with engineering, design, and survey work for the next fiscal year, with 
construction to begin in 2014.

West Florissant Corridor Study

City Manager Shaw invited Mr. John Corson, acting as chair of the West Florissant 
Avenue Corridor Steering Committee, to provide a summary of the findings, vision, 
goals, and proposed implementation that came out of the West Florissant Corridor 
Study. He added that Ferguson, Dellwood, and St. Louis County Highways and Traffic 
jointly applied for a Great Streets Planning Grant to move the implementation of this plan 
forward. Although the project was not selected, the study outlines strategies that the 
cities should continue to pursue.

Mr. Corson thanked City staff for their work on this study. He said that staff worked very 
diligently to bring the other cities together on this project. The study focused on a 4 ½ 
square mile stretch of West Florissant which is particularly important because it connects 
several major commercial centers and touches Country Club Hills, Flordell Hills, 
Dellwood, Jennings, and Ferguson. Aging infrastructure and obsolescence are major 
barriers for this corridor.

In 2010, the cities began looking at this corridor and established the steering committee 
made up of staff members, residents, and elected officials from each community. There 
were several public meetings, interviews, and focus groups that solicited feedback from 
a wide range of groups including residents, developers, and business owners. 

Mr. Corson reported that the committee’s vision reads, “The West Florissant Corridor is a 
vibrant and thriving area that serves as the crossroads to the City of St. Louis and North 
St. Louis County. With easy accessibility and ample connectivity, the corridor features a 
pedestrian-friendly environment conducive to walking, biking, public transit, and 
automobile use. New developments clustered along the corridor serve the community 
with an array of unique shopping, dining, services, and entertainment opportunities. A 
range of housing choices provides an assortment of possibilities to all income levels and 
creates a physical environment that supports healthy and active lifestyles.”

The goals established by the Committee included restructuring the corridor to provide 
more benefits to the region and adjacent communities, improve the appearance and 
functionality of the area, improve the overall quality of life for residents, promote the 
economic vitality of the area, and to maintain the cohesive partnerships among all cities 
along the corridor. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Rory Porter, 1111 Hentschel Place, commented about the Community Center at the Smith 
Avenue site. He said that he had attended a meeting the previous week and felt that the 
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community center was too small and the neighborhood surrounding the property is not suited for 
such a center. He said that he felt that the site was not a good value and was concerned about 
asbestos on the site. Finally, he was concerned about the additional traffic that would be added 
on Smith Avenue.

Tom Patterson, 202 Royal Avenue, made comments about traffic on his street and children 
playing in the street.

There being no additional public comments, Mayor Knowles closed the Public Comments 
portion at 8:00 p.m.

BUSINESS PORTION

MINUTES

City Council Special Open Meeting Minutes- June 18, 2012. A motion was made by 

Council Member Larson, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to approve 

and file the City Council Special Open Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2012. Motion carried 

unanimously.

City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes- July 24, 2012. A motion was made by 

Council Member Larson, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to approve 

and file the City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes of July 24, 2012. Motion carried 

unanimously.

City Council Meeting Minutes- July 24, 2012. A motion was made by Council Member 

Larson, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to approve and file the City 

Council Meeting Minutes of July 24, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.

City Council Special Open Meeting Minutes- August 2, 2012. A motion was made by 

Council Member Larson, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to approve 

and file the City Council Special Open Meeting Minutes of August 2, 2012. Motion 

carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Board of Adjustment Meeting Minutes- April 4, 2012. A motion was made by Council 

Member James, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to receive and file the 

Board of Adjustment Meeting Minutes of April 4, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.

FSBD Board of Directors Meeting Minutes- April 19, 2012, May 17, 2012, and June 

21, 2012. A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member 

Byrne, and carried to receive and file the FSBD Board of Directors Meeting Minutes of 

April 19, 2012, May 17, 2012, and June 21, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.

Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes- June 19, 2012. A motion was made by 

Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to receive and 

file the Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes of June 19, 2012. Motion carried 

unanimously.



APPROVED:  9/11/12

Y:\COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES\COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 2012\CNCLMNT.8.28.12.doc

6

Ferguson Municipal Public Library District Meeting Minutes- June 25, 2012. A motion 

was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried 

to receive and file the Ferguson Municipal Public Library District Meeting Minutes of June 

25, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.

APPOINTMENTS

There were no appointments at this time.

REQUESTS

Liquor License- StreetFest, September 21-22. City Manager Shaw explained that 

FSBD has requested that the City apply on their behalf for the liquor license for 

StreetFest, to be held September 21 and 22, 2012. As with any liquor license, it must be 

approved by the City Council in order for the State of Missouri to issue the appropriate 

State liquor license. A motion was made by Council Member Larson, seconded by 

Council Member Byrne, and carried to approve the liquor license for StreetFest. Motion 

carried unanimously.

PROCLAMATIONS

There were no Proclamations at this time.

RESOLUTIONS 

2012-22
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF FERGUSON SUPPORTING THE MALINE 
GREENWAY CONCEPT PLAN

A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Byrne, 
and carried to approve Resolution No. 2012-22. By roll call vote:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

Resolution passed unanimously.

2012-23
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FERGUSON, 
MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF SPECIFIC PROPERTY USING 
FUNDS RECEIVED THROUGH THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
PROGRAM AND MATCHING FUNDS AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS RELATING THERETO

City Manager John Shaw explained that the next two Resolutions allow the City to 
purchase property for the Suburban Avenue Flood Buy-Out Project with funds already 
committed by the City, Great Rivers Greenway, and the Community Development Block 
Grant Program and SEMA respectively. These Resolutions are a necessary step to 
begin negotiations with homeowners.
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A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Byrne, 
and carried to approve Resolution No. 2012-23. By roll call vote:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

Resolution passed unanimously.

2012-24
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FERGUSON, 
MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF SPECIFIC PROPERTY USING 
FUNDS RECEIVED THROUGH THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY’S 
FLOOD BUY-OUT PROGRAM AND MATCHING FUNDS AND AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS RELATING THERETO

A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Larson, 
and carried to approve Resolution No. 2012-24. By roll call vote:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

Resolution passed unanimously.

2012-25
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF FERGUSON AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT 
TO AN EXISTING AGREEMENT FOR ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN SERVICES

City Manager Shaw stated that this Resolution approves the extension of the contract 
with JEMA + Campos Design for the Community Center architectural services, as agreed 
to by Council via email.

A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Larson, 
and carried to approve Resolution No. 2012-25. By roll call vote:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT : 0

Resolution passed unanimously.

BILLS REQUIRING FIRST READINGS

There were no Bills Requiring First Readings at this time.

BILLS REQUIRING SECOND READINGS
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BILL 6988
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PROVISIONS IN ARTICLES I AND II OF CHAPTER 
21 IN ORDER TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION BASED ON 
GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION was introduced by Council 
Members James and Larson and read for the first time.

A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Larson, 
and carried to amend Bill No. 6988 to reflect the addition of specific procedures for 
investigation and enforcement in Section 21-33. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Larson, seconded by Council Member James, 
and carried to read Bill No. 6988, as amended, by title only for the second time and place 
it upon its passage. By roll call vote, the motion carried as follows:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

Bill No. 6988 was declared passed and sent to the Mayor for his signature. Bill No. 6988 
thus became Ordinance No. 2012-3497 and is permanently recorded in Book 32, Page 
13.

BILL 6989
AN ORDINANCE AFFIRMING ADOPTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN, 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA, REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT; AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT AND OTHER AGREEMENTS 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND FLORES LLC D/B/A EL PALENQUE RESTAURANT AND 
CANTINA RELATIVE TO PROPERTY AT 258 S. FLORISSANT ROAD; 
PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF SAID AGREEMENT; MAKING 
CERTAIN FINDINGS WITH RESPECT THERETO; AND AUTHORIZING OTHER 
RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE REDEVELOPMENT OF 
CERTAIN PROPERTY WITHIN THE REDEVELOPMENT AREA was introduced by 
Council Members present and read for the first time.

A motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member Byrne, 
and carried to read Bill No. 6989 by title only for the second time and place it upon its 
passage. By roll call vote, the motion carried as follows:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

Bill No. 6989 was declared passed and sent to the Mayor for his signature. Bill No. 6989 
thus became Ordinance No. 2012-3498 and is permanently recorded in Book 32, Page 
14.

OLD BUSINESS

Council Member James asked City Manager Shaw if Council could receive a report on 

the status of commercial vacancies in the downtown area. City Manager Shaw said that 
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there were two particular commercial properties in the downtown, the Hearst Building 

and the former daycare building adjacent to the Ferguson Lofts, which the City had been 

monitoring in the St. Louis County tax sale. Back taxes on both properties were paid 

before the sale, so they were removed from the offering. He said that he is not sure what 

the property owners have in mind for those buildings, but there is not an open dialogue 

between the City and those owners. City Manager Shaw responded that he would 

prepare a report for the next meeting. He added that the Public Relations Intern had put 

together a presentation showing all of the significant redevelopment projects in the City 

and was looking forward to presenting it at a future meeting as well.

Mayor Knowles asked if the payment of property taxes was necessary for the issuance of 

a commercial occupancy permit. City Attorney Karr responded that the provision is in the 

Ordinance and that the issuance of a City business license also requires payment of any 

back taxes. City Manager Shaw added that delinquent taxes are an obstacle for 

developing some of the vacant commercial properties. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Council Member Byrne thanked the Ferguson voters for passing Proposition C and the 

Proposition C Committee, chaired by Ann Chisholm, for their work on educating the 

public about the tax increase. He congratulated Jeff Appel on being awarded a 30 

Leaders in their 30’s award from North County, Incorporated. Finally, he thanked Public 
Works Director Terry O’Neil for his years of service to the City and wished him well.

City Clerk Megan Asikainen reported that the equipment to facilitate web streaming had 

been ordered and should be ready for use for the September Council meetings.

City Manager John Shaw said that he had inquired in his memo whether Council wished 

to pursue some of the budgeted street work this calendar year by adding the streets 

Estelle Avenue, Lewis Place, and Maple Place for $92,537.05 to the project Dura Seal is 

currently performing on Redmond and Short Avenue. All Council Members were in 

agreement.

Council Member Salant asked when the Forestwood Avenue project was going to begin. 

City Manager Shaw asked Public Works Director Terry O’Neil to provide the most recent 
information. Director Terry O’Neil replied that the plans had been approved and the City 
was waiting on approval from the East-West Gateway Council of Governments Board to 

go out to bid.

He said that City staff had recommended consolidation of the issuance of the two 

Certificates of Participation for the Police Department Improvement Project and the 

Community Center Renovations. The issuance would most likely occur in January and 

by utilizing WM Financial Services and Gilmore and Bell, the previously approved 

contractors for the Police Department Improvement Project Certificates of Participation 

issuance, it would save the City a considerable amount of money. He said that the 

analysis performed by the City’s financial advisors shows no great benefit to issuing the 
two separately. All Council Members were in agreement.



APPROVED:  9/11/12

Y:\COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES\COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 2012\CNCLMNT.8.28.12.doc

10

City Manager Shaw mentioned that he had included in his memo an analysis of the 

division of the City’s Wards to determine if there was any interest from the Council in 

pursuing redistricting of the Wards. He said that the 2010 Census data revealed a 

standard deviation of about 2%, which is well within the acceptable range as provided by 

Courts. Mayor Knowles said that he felt that the Council needed to consider changing 

some of the Ward boundaries as voters in some sections of the City have expressed that 

they feel they are not fairly represented. He added that Ward 3 consistently has lower 

involvement and lower voter turnout than the other two Wards. Council Member Larson 

said that it seemed that the analysis showed that the Wards remain fairly well-divided in 

terms of population. City Attorney Stephanie Karr said that a standard deviation of 2% is 

considered excellent in terms of population division among Wards and that if redistricting 

is pursued, the goal would be to equalize the numbers of voting public among the Wards 

and the Council would ultimately only be able to consider the population, not the voting 

population. Council Member Salant responded that he felt that there was no need to 

redistrict. He said that he understands that it is difficult to get participation from Ward 3, 

but he felt that the overall population split is acceptable between the Wards. Council 

Member Byrne stated that he agreed with the Mayor that there is a lack of participation 

and voter turnout from Ward 3, but felt that the cause was not the Ward boundaries. 

Council consensus was to retain existing Ward boundaries at this time.

City Manager Shaw said that the Plan Commission had reviewed street dedication 

requests from Lakeview Court, the West Colony Subdivision, and the Somerset Park 

Subdivision and had recommended that the City Council not accept those dedications. 

He said that he felt that there should probably be some formal action taken by Council to 

respond to the dedication requests. Mayor Knowles asked why the Somerset Park 

Subdivision was not dedicated at the conclusion of the construction because the 

subdivision is relatively new. City Manager Shaw responded that the streets were not 

built to City’s standards for public streets. He said that the street is too narrow for City 

maintenance and emergency vehicle access. Mayor Knowles said that he was 

concerned that the street would not be properly maintained if the City does not accept it. 

Council Member Byrne echoed the Mayor’s concerns and asked if there was a way for 
the City to collect an assessment and perform necessary maintenance on behalf of the 

subdivision. City Attorney Karr said that, outside of a Neighborhood Improvement District 

which would require cooperation from the neighborhood, there is a statuatory 

mechanism which would allow special assessments to be placed on those residents who 

benefit more from such improvements than the general public. City Manager Shaw 

asked how the special assessment would be imposed. City Attorney Karr responded that 

there is a process outlined in the State statutes that gives the notice and public hearing 

requirements. Mayor Knowles suggested inviting each group to a special meeting to 

discuss the dedication requests. City Manager Shaw said that he felt that a work session 

would be appropriate for such a discussion, but if the Council wanted to override the 

Plan Commission’s decision a super-majority would be required. Council Member Larson 
said that he is supportive of the Plan Commission’s recommendation but would like to 
have a dialogue with the applicants to discuss possible options for maintaining the 

streets. Mayor Knowles asked if City Attorney Karr could put together a report of all of 
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the possible options for these private streets and send it to the Council. 

City Manager Shaw asked Council to consider setting a date for a work session to 

discuss community center planning. He said that there is some urgency to trying to get 

this work session underway as soon as possible to resolve some pending issues and to 

move the project forward. Several dates were discussed. It was agreed to meet 

September 17.

City Manager Shaw announced that Public Works Director Terry O’Neil was going to be 
leaving the City in several weeks to take on a new opportunity. He thanked Director 

O’Neil for his work with the City over the last nine years. He said that Director O’Neil did 
a great deal to improve processes and efficiency in the Public Works Department. 

Council Member Larson also thanked Director O’Neil and congratulated him on his new 
opportunity.

Mayor James W. Knowles III thanked Director O’Neil for his service and wished him 
luck in his new endeavor. He congratulated and thanked the Proposition C Committee 

and said that they were a great group to work with. They completed a lot of work in the 

last 30 days and were able to get almost 60% of the vote to pass the Proposition. He 

thanked former Council Members Grecco and Crecelius for their support of the 

community center project. Mayor Knowles said that there have been a lot of good 

information and ideas for the project shared throughout the process and he hoped that 

some of that feedback can be included in the final design.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:50 p.m. a motion was made by Council Member James, seconded by Council Member 
Larson, and carried to enter into closed session pursuant to RSMo. 610.021/610.022 to discuss 
matters relating to RSMo. 610.021 Section(s) (1) legal actions, causes of action or litigation and 
confidential or privileged communications between the Council and its attorneys and (12) 
negotiations of a contract   On roll call vote, the motion carried as follows:

AYES: 7- Conway, Salant, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

Having concluded the closed session at 10:05 p.m., a motion was made by Council Member 
James, seconded by Council Member Larson, and carried to convene to an open session.  On 
roll call vote, the motion carried as follows:

AYES: 7- Salant, Conway, Larson, James, Mayor Knowles, Byrne, Tihen
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0

There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Council Member James, 
seconded by Council Member Byrne, and carried to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.
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ATTEST: James W. Knowles III
City of Ferguson, Missouri

                                                    
Megan Asikainen – City Clerk 
City of Ferguson, Missouri    
Approved: 9/11/12


